Psalm and Readings Tuesday 13th January 2026

Psalm 8

1 O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens
2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your
foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of
your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have
established;
4 what are human beings that you are mindful
of them,
mortals that you care for them?
5 Yet you have made them a little lower than
God,
and crowned them with glory and honour.
6 You have given them dominion over the
works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
7 all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
9 O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Genesis 1:20 — 2:3

And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms
of living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created
the great sea monsters and every living creature
that moves, of every kind, with which the waters
swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And
God saw that it was good. God blessed them,
saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’
And there was evening and there was morning,
the fifth day.

And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living
creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And
it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and
everything that creeps upon the ground of every
kind. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our
image, according to our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’

So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over every living
thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, ‘See, |
have given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And
to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of
the air, and to everything that creeps on the
earth, everything that has the breath of life, |
have given every green plant for food.” And it was
so. God saw everything that he had made, and
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening
and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished,
and all their multitude. And on the seventh day
God finished the work that he had done, and he
rested on the seventh day from all the work that
he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the
work that he had done in creation.

Matthew 21:18-32

In the morning, when he returned to the city, he
was hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the side of
the road, he went to it and found nothing at all on
it but leaves. Then he said to it, ‘May no fruit ever
come from you again!” And the fig tree withered
at once. When the disciples saw it, they were
amazed, saying, ‘How did the fig tree wither at
once?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Truly | tell you, if
you have faith and do not doubt, not only will you
do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if
you say to this mountain, “Be lifted up and
thrown into the sea”, it will be done. Whatever
you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.’



When he entered the temple, the chief priests
and the elders of the people came to him as he
was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are
you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then | will
also tell you by what authority | do these things.
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or
was it of human origin?’ And they argued with
one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will
say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?”
But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ So
they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.” And he
said to them, ‘Neither will | tell you by what
authority | am doing these things.

‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he
went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.” He answered, “l will not”;
but later he changed his mind and went. The
father went to the second and said the same; and
he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which
of the two did the will of his father?’ They said,
‘The first.” Jesus said to them, ‘Truly | tell you, the
tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into
the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came
to you in the way of righteousness and you did
not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw
it, you did not change your minds and believe
him.

The Collect of the Day

Everlasting God,

whose servant Hilary

steadfastly confessed your Son Jesus Christ
to be both human and divine:

grant us his gentle courtesy

to bring to all the message of redemption
in the incarnate Christ,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.



